
Use a Shape file as a Background on GeoXH 
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/bridge/pdf/hydraulics/UseBackgroundinTerrasync.pdf 
 
In GeoXH: 
 

1. Open Terrasync 
2. Open the current year’s import file (named 2016D3.imp or similar) 
3. Choose Map (on pulldown menu)  
4. Click Layers > Make sure Background has a check mark  
5. Click Background Files … 

 
6. Scroll down the list of files and click the checkbox by the file to make it active and click Done 
7. The background shp appears (Xs).    
8. (If it doesn’t appear, use Options > Zoom Extents to bring into view).  
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How to Transfer Background to Terrasync   
 
(GPS Setup > Coordinate System must be set to UTM Zone 15N, Datum NAD83 CONUS) 
 
 
In Pathfnder Office transfer the SHP file  to the GeoXH: 
 
Utilities > Data Transfer 
 

• Click Send tab 
• Click Add > Background 
• Click Add button, and browse to shp file location 
• (Check box by the shp file you want to transfer if it's not already checked) 
• Click Transfer All button to send the file to the GeoXH 
• Specify the shp file coordinate system as UTM NAD83 
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Browse to C:\ HydInfra 
Choose both files (hold Ctrl and Click on each to choose both) 
Click Open.
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Change the Coordinate system to UTM Zone 15N NAD1983 (Conus)  
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Transfer problems?  Make sure GPS unit is turned on, GPS is connected with Windows Mobile, Terrasync is not 
open (sometimes “file in use” conflicts occur when Terrasync is open).  
 
 
Go back to page 1 to turn on Background in Terrasync. 
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