Multiple Barrels Rule - When is a Culvert not a Bridge?
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When multiple pipes convey the flow, if the gap between the pipes is LESS than
half the interior diameter of the smallest pipe AND the pipes together are greater
than 10 foot span (measured along the road centerline) it is a MnDOT bridge.

TATIOS

,))qu.& Vdgo
“or

For example, two 72-inch culverts with a 5-foot gap between would be individual culverts and not a collective
bridge, so they should be inspected in HydInfra.

Another example: two 72” culverts with a 3-foot gap between them IS a MnDOT bridge (though not a federal
bridge).

If the culvert has a bridge number call it a bridge. MnDOT bridges include culverts 10 foot span or greater, and
almost always have a bridge number.

Federal bridges are 20 foot span or

greater. e
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The definition of a culvert that is a bridge of Transportation

is defined by Minnesota state law, and Federal H'IM:HY |mfent0ry ﬂl‘ld Appralsal

defined in the federal “bridge coding of the Nation's Bridges
guide”
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/BRIDGE/mtguid Report Mo, FHWA-PD-96-001

e.pdf -- on page 73)

include multiple piﬂgs. where the clear distance between openings is
less than half of t smal ler contiguous opening.
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